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SARAH J MAAS

But Lidia Cervos could not let herself dr,r,ell on those events.
Not lvlrile surrounded by her enemies. Not u.ith Pollux kneeling
beside her, one of'his shinins rvings restins atop her calf. From
another, it might have been a gestlrre of comfbrt, of solidarity.

From Pollux, from the Hammer, it meant nothing but possession.

t.idia rvilled her eyes dead and cold. Willerl her hearr to be the
same, and focusecl on the tu,o Fae Kings pleading their cases.

"My late son actecl of his o'n.n accord," declared Nlon'en, King
of the A,allen Fae, his bone-u,hite fhce grave. 'Ihe tall, dark-haired
male rtore all black. but no hezrvy air of'mourning lav upon hirn.
"Had I knolr,n of Cormac's trezrson, I u,ould have handed hirn over
myself."

Lidia flicked her gaze to the panel of parasites seared on rheir
cr1'stal thrones.

Rigelus, r,eiled as usual in the bodv of a Fae teenage boy,,

propped his delicate chin on a fist. "I find it difTicult ro belier,e rhat

1,ou had no knor,vledge of vour son's activities, considering hor,v

tightl,v you held his reins."
Shador'vs rn,hispered over- Nlorr.en's broacl shoulders, trailing ofI

his scaled ar-rlor. "He u.as a deliant boy. I thousht I'd beaten i[ out
of hirn long aeo."

"You thoughl lvrong," sneered Hesperus, the Evening Star,
r'vho'd taken on the shape of zr blond n1,rnph. Her long, slim fingers
tappeci the glimmerins arm of her throne. "We can only assume
that his lreachery sternmecl from some decay rvithin your rolal
house. One that must now be scourged."

For the Iirst time in the decades the Hind had known him,
King N,{orven held his tongue. He'd had no choice but to ans\\ier
the Asteri's summons yesterday, but he clearly did not appreci-
ate the reminder that his autonom),\vas a mere illusion, erren on the
mistl isle o[.\r allen.

Sorne small part of her relished it-seeing the male who'd
strutted through Summits and meetings and balls norv weighing
his everv word. Knor,ving^ it might be his last.

Nlorven grorvled, "I had no knorvledge of ml, son's activities or
of his craven heart. I sn,ear it upon Luna's golden bow." His voice

-2-

t ltttg t'lear ;r: lr- ,

Cot'tttltt \\ il\ irr, L .

uol a bulial. Thcr.
nierlancis. I rr ill cl. .:-
nl'l-iouse."

Fut tt lre.lrtl r , -
()lrlrirtll,r,jclt .'.-
girrtrcrcr rtlrin-'

.\s :lrt. lt,r,l -i -'
Polar-i:. the \ :'.

rlrrk-.kiiutc'l (-tl

C.r,t lll,r,'. 1,,,,1'.

lrirrr'rll. \trr1 i::c
lrrl l,rrr,:lr rlr..' .

trti:llrr rl, rrrr I. -
\[,,t\rn..r] l

ritti , '1 lri. kr -. - '

I r)\\.,lrc F,,- K ..r

Ir--1 '1 ::

rlr.r'.]tt,t,L- r.'

Pttl,.rl,.'1 ,' ..
'l,,t r ll.r\.'r- r

It.lrrr ' .:- :

.tL, ,irncl -\ eiirl
Ri:clu.,--: \i :

H' -l - H.,:, r :

r'l \1.!t . ..:
''']l'ait ,,l'' '',.t t'-

H:: " in:a s-r1, :.. .
i" \': ' '

'.-r R.-,.
i.r-:'L.rll. .:
..r.Ll,i :l:. -.-

- :,1 .-
' ..:., i ' . :

r l: ll,: -::



-c_
'lBnsnulr sE lfJlJP p[no^\ srPe

rluE^ orr leql lBaq 
^-rt?ulpro 

'qsl88nls e olul ]-rPJq Jeq pelPBals
'stsg otur Irnl ol peqfe (aql su ua,ta'asoo1 sra8ur; -raq tdal erprl

!.'srrorlelrrqlpur s,Jelsrs srq q8norql sseulsnq slql olul peJnl

sE^\ eq lBql lqnop alllll J,\Pq I 'tulq LIIEluor ol pllloJ I llltlM plp I
'qulq erurs pll^\ ueeq seq utytd,, 'parldar (yteg aq se snla8rg tdarxa
auoira,ra parouSl '-ratuurzH aqr parou8l Suly utuluuY rqf

'-raq peu,\\O 'tI peuA\o aq aIII Sa1 raLl uo PJlsJr 11rts Sur,t srg
'Elpl-l eprsaq lleu{ Jq araq^\ uro-tJ xnllod leds ,,'1rqs snorotle-rf .,

,,;uos rnoi -rog,tus ol nod J,\Eq ltsq1\ i-reulf 'no,( PU\a, 'JrE

IulrsEJ euES eqt qlll\ palnlaxe saIIIIUp.J aJIlLIe JapJo pul3H )lliug
eqt uees peq EIpl'I 'eau{ slq lJ,\o elIue LIII pessorl snlalir6
'daa1 or3lasauo Surseqt tlt-ror\ lorras e aq plno^\ tt?qt 'uJIIE.ry puno-re

le1 raruod luerfuu Je,\alELlI\ ,(c1 palladar rltor{etuoS a-ra,lt ,(aqt 31

'en-rt sp^,r puaSal erll Jeqleq,!\ aroldxa ol tt()sIlJJ u 3ut.ret1 utor;
rJalsv aql daa>1 ol-etuof ppq ua,\-tontr ,(q,w osle se-r\ lztlt sdeq-ra4

'prlset Suraq tr.+o prueq ra,\eu puq Elpll tnq 'ua11u,ry papnorqs tBql
stsru aqt arrard lou plnoJ trarsy e{t uoAJ tetlt patulzp puaSa'1

'qSrq peaq slq pleq uelle^yJo Sury eug eLIl '.trou

-roJ tnq 'teql ol auo) IIe^\ ,'(-rar lq8rur t1 'pea1d ot saeul stq no Hutl

-1afi .1o troqs 'plnol eq tzq^\ pare-+.]o p.a11 'liurqrou pIES ua/\ro6

,,'3urql E q)ns op rq5ru
atuuu i-r11ed EJI sV, 'uIIS s,EIpIl u^\op suolzl palts-t itqt q8nzl l.L1

-a1uq 't3os € tno lel srrclod ,,'tulq qlIM sn altsl ol Palrl puY'+lJSuIq
patzlorurur ioq aqt asneJeq spuelrauuns rql ot (poq s,JIlur.IoO

IrBS ot drqs ou aq IIr^\ a-raql,, 'pa1.nerp-1a5ue alerual pauul{s-Irzp
'pa8ur,rr-a1rq^\ E Jo ,(poq aqr Surrza,n-ruls ql-IoN Jtll 'srJEIod

'Surqt(rara au8 lprs plnotr\ '3urqt(ra.r.a ua,rt8 petl eqs sy
'raq JroJaq s8uraq aqt (ortsap o1 Surqr(ra,\J uJr\IE

p,oq^\ uallE.\y;o eJulrcl red eqt rol 'ur{oul p,aqs tua8e uorqdg
eqt roJ ,(lld Jo pa-rqs B.Ilesraq perrollu utptl 'teaquuaq R roC

..'Jsnotl \Lu

lo spJO)JJ IIp tuor3 padi,n sl auruu slt{ leql aJllsua IIIM I 'spulllJatu

-uns eql otur dpoq slq IIES ol drqs ou eq III^\ eJJqJ 'letrnq e rou

er\EJS E r{}rr{ paJouoq aq lou Illlqs eH 'JoJ pools puB sE^\ ll?luJoc

leql IIE rrurapuof 1,, '.4.-rn; a.rrssa-rdtur qlIM peppu aq se real: Sue-t

,4,1 OO V' H S O NV'! I\rtt'f t{ :I O 7 S tl O H

JJIo.\ SIH ..'tt,
JO SJI ll.\rl )r' .

Stttr13ta 
'r

[).(.)q \\ -) :

etll Li, : l

-Ilti r .

.l,r -. .

'll: . -.. .

Ill\1)l .l

s.lJiu.t :; . -

'-te1g ,itutrl ,1 
--

lllo ll tlJll'r(l [ ] -

3joHur[rlltL -r::,'

rrorl Srrrr:1,r.'

lPqlr\rll')rl ,..
'.tt,rl .)hutt:)t r: -'

Jleril tlo l)tir':- - r -

le\o rurrl ll.),i- .: l
'urtt1 uocln ,,'. t ,

PrrrBq-).U'l] .

l^ury 'ua\1,,1\ :

.slrlt.r I Ir i_

Jq1 .)rl ol l.lll,)rl .

'uotssosso<l lrlr[ : '

'(tr-repr1o. 
-r' 

.

tu().ll'llllJ.lJll ,1 '. -

3trr1a.ru1 xn[lod r].
'slur.\e .ls()ql IIo Ir



SARAH I, MAAS

"So you would seek to spare one child by damning the other?"
Rigelus asked, lips curling into a mild smile. "What sort of father
are you, Einar?"

"Neither Bryce Quinlan nor Ruhn Danaan has the right to call
themselves my children any longer."

Rigelus angled his head, his short, dark hair shimmering in
the glow of the crystal room. "I thought she had claimed the name
Bryce Danaan. Have you revoked her royal status?"

A muscle ticked in the Autumn King's cheek. "I have yet to
decide a fitting punishment for her."

Pollux's wings rustled, but the angel kept his head down as he
snarled to the Autumn King, "\Mhen I get my hands on your cunt
of a daughter, you'll be glad to have disavowed her. What she did
to the Harpy, I shall do to her tenfold."

"You'd have to find her first," the Autumn King said coolly.
Lidia supposed Einar Danaan was one of the few Fae on Midgard
who could openly taunt an angel as powerful as the Malleus. The
Fae King's amber eyes, so like his daughter's, lifted to the Asteri.
"Have your mystics discovered her whereabouts yet?"

"Do you not wish to know where your son is?" asked Octartis, the
Southern Star, with a coy smile.

"I know where Ruhn is," the Autumn King countered, unmoved.
"He deserves to be there." He half turned toward where Lidia
knelt, and surveyed her coldly. "I hope you wring every last answer
from him.?'

Lidia held his stare, her face like stone, like ice-like death.
The Autumn King's gaze flicked over the silver torque at her

throat, a faint, approving curve gracing his mouth. But he asked
Rigelirs, with an authority that she could only admire, "\,Vhere is

Bryce?"

Rigelus sighed, bored and annoyed-a lethal combination.
"She has chosen to vacate Midgard."

'A mistake we shall soon rectify," Polaris added.
Rigelus shot the lesser Asteri a warning look.
The Autumn King said, his voice a shade faint, "Bryce is no

longer in this world?"
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S-A.RAH J. MAAS

"How go the interrogations?" Rigelus slouched on his rhrone as

if he had asked about the weather.
"We are in the opening movements," Lidia said, her mouth

somehow distant from her body. 'Athalar and Danaan will require
time to break."

'And the Helhound?" asked Hesperus, the nymph's dark eyes

gleaming with malice.
"I am still assessing him." Lidia kept her chin high and tucked

her hands behind her back. "But trust that I shall eet nhar we

need from all of them, Your Graces."
'As you always do," Rigelus said, gaze dipping to her silver col-

Iar. "We give you leave to do your finest work, Hind."
Lidia bowed at the waist rvith imperial precision. Pollux did the

same, wings folding elegantly. The portrait of a perfbct soldier-
the one he'd been bred to become.

It r,r,asn't until they'd entered the long corridor beyond the
throne room that the Hammer spoke. "Do you think that little
bitch realli, went to Hel?" Pollux jerked his head behind rhem,
toward the dull, silent crystal Gate at the opposite end of the hall.

The busts lining the walkrn,ay-all the Asteri in their various
forms throughout the centuries-had been replaced. The w-indows
that had been shatered bl,Athalar's lightning had been repaired.

As in the throne room, not one hint of what had occurred
remained here. And beyond the crystal r,valls of this palace, no
u,hisper had surfaced in the news.

The only proof: the two Asterian Guards now flanking either
side of the Gate. Their u,hite-and-gold regalia shone in the stream-
ing sunlight, the tips of the spears gripped in their gloved hands like
fallen stars. With their golden helmets' visors down, she could make
out nothins of' the faces beneath. It didn't matter, she supposed.
There was no individuality', no life in them. The elite, highborn
angels had been bred for obedience and sen ice. Just as they'd been
bred to bear those glowingl,vhite wings. As the angel beside her had.

Lidia maintained her unhurried pace to.ward the elevators. "I
won't waste time trying to find out. But Brvce Quinlan will no
doubt return one day, regardless of where she wound up."

---6_
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be accessed by a lvindine crystal staircase. There, one thousand
mvstics slumbered.

Each of nhom \\,ere nol\r focused on a single task: Find Brlce

Quin,lan.
It begged the question: If everyone kner,r, that the Northern

Rift and other Ga[es only opened to Hel, wh1, did the Asteri bother
to expencl such r-esources in hunting for her? Bryce had landed in
Hel-surel1, there \\'as no need to order the rnl.stics to find her.

Unless Bryce Quinlan had rvound up sornewhere other than
Hel. A different rvorld, perhaps. And if that rvas rhe case . . .

Horv long rvould it take? Hou,' many rvorlds existed beyond
Nfidgard? And 'lr,hat u,ere the odds of Bryce surviving on any of
thenr-or et,er gettine back to Midgard?

The elevators opened into the dank dirnness of the dungeons.
Pollur prorrlecl cloiln the stone r,r,alklr.av, rvings tightl,v furled. Like
he clicln r r\ iilrr ,ne speck of clirt fl-om this place rnarring their pris-
tine rrhrrc tearher':. 'Is that rihr r-ou'r-e keeping them aliye? As bait
frrr that bitci-r?''

"l'es." Lidia fbllowed the screarns past the guttering firstlieht
sconces along the n,all. "Quinlan and Athalar are mates. She r,vill
return to this lvorlcl because of that bond. And l.vhen she does. she
n,ill go straight to him."

'And the brother?"
"Ruhn and Bryce are Starborn," Lidia said, heaving open the

iron door to the larse interrogation chamber be1,sncl. Metal grated
against stone, its shriek eerilv similar to the sounds of torment
all around them. "She will $,ant to fr.ee him-as her brother and
her allv."

She stalked down the exposed steps inro the heart of the cham-
ber, n,here three males hung fiom gorsian shackles in the center of
the room. Blood poolecl beneath them. dribbling into the Erate
below theil bare leer.

She shut down every part of her that felt, that breathed.
Athalar and Baxian dangled unconscious from the ceiling, their

torsos patchlvorks of scars and burns. And their backs . . .
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here. Again and again, she'd cast her mind toward his. Only
silence answered.

Just as it had from the moment Ruhn had learned who she was.

What she was.

She knew he could communicate, even with the gorsian stones
halting his magic and slowing his healing. Knew he'd done so with
his sister before Bryce had escaped.

Night.
Ruhn's lip pulled back in a silent snarl, blood snaking down

his chin.
Pollux's phone ra.rrg, a shrill, strange sound in this ancient

shrine to pain. His ministrations halted, a terrible silence in their
wake. "Mordoc," the Hammer said, whip still in one hand. He piv-
oted from Athalar's swinging, brutalized body. "Report."

Lidia didn't bother to protest the fact that her captain was
reporting to the Hammer. Pollux had taken the Harpy's death
personally-he'd commandeered Mordoc and the dreadwolves to
find any hint of where Bryce Quinlan might have gone.

That he still believed Bryce was responsible for the Harpy's
death was only because Athalar and Ruhn hadn't revealed that it
was Lidia who'd murdered the Harpy. They knew who she was,

and only the fact that she was vital to the rebellion kept them from
spilling her secrets.

For a moment, with Pollux turned away, Lidia let her mask
drop. Let Ruhn see her true face. The one that had kissed his soul
and shared her own with him, their very beings melding.

Ruhn, she pleaded into his mind. Ruhn.
But the Fae Prince did not answer. The hate in his eyes did not

lessen. So Lidia donned her Hind's mask once again.
And as Pollux pocketed his phone and angled his whip anew,

the Hind ordered the Hammer in the low, lifeless voice that had
been her shield for so long now, "Get the barbed wire instead."

--10_.
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Languaee, to see the sr,r,ord. F'lickering braziers of something that
resembled firstlight gilded the silken srrands of her chin-length
bob, casting the shadow of her slenderjaw in stark relief. Here1,es,
a remarkable shade of siiver, slid or.er Br-yce but remained unim-
pressed. "You said your name is Rryce Quinlan. That you come
fiom another r'r,'orld-Nlidgard."

Rhl'sand murmrlred to the rringed rnale beside hirn. Trans-
lating, perhaps.

The fernale rvent on, "If r.ou are to be believed, hon. is it that
you carne bere? W'ht did 1,es come here?"

Bryce sllr'\ieyed the othenr.ise empt1, cell. No table glittering
l'i[h torture instruments, no breaks in the so]id stone bel.ond the
door and the grate in the center of the floor, a fen. feet au,a],,. A
e-rate from u,hich she could hal,e sn'orn a liissing sound emanated.

"What world is this?" Bryce rasped, the rvords gravelly. After
Ruhn's bocly double had introduced hirnself in that loveh,, cozy
fover, he'd grabbed her trand. The strength of his grip, the brush
of his calluses against her skin had been the only solid things as

wind and darkness had r-oared around them, the world dropping
alva1'-and then there rvas onl1, solid rock and dim lighting. She'd
been brousht to a palace carved beneath a mountain, and then
dou,n the narrow stairs to this dungeon. Where he'd pointed to
the lone chair in the center of the room in silent commancl.

So she'd sat, u,aiting fbr the handcuffs or shackles or r.vharever
restraints they used in thislvorld, but none had come.

The short female countered, "\!'hy do 1'ou speak the Old
Language?"

Bryce jerked her chin ar rhe fernale. "\\rh,y do you?"
The female's red-painted lips curved uprvard. It wasn't a

reassuring sight. "\Vhy are vou covered in blood that is not your
o\\rn?"

Score: one lbr the fernale.
Brvce kneu, her blood-soaked clothes, now stiff and dark, and

her blood-cnrsted hands did her no fhr,ors. It rvas the Harpv's
biood, and a bit of Lidia's. All coating Bryce as a part of a careful
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